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commanded a considerable voting strength
and was always a force to be reckoned with
in parliamentary politics. In 1919, but for
Proportional Representation it would have
been formidable. After that the voting
system was changed back to the single-
member constituency and the second ballot;
and the Communist split diminished the
Labour vote. In fact the Communist elec-
tion tactics did most to hurt the Socialists and
to spread bitterness amongst the workers.
The Communists called it cc class versus
class ", and, ranging the Socialists amongst
the " bourgeois " parties, refused to vote for
a Socialist in the second ballot, thus present-
ing the reactionary parties with many
dozens of undeserved seats. This method
also forced the Socialists to enter into
alliances with the bourgeois Radicals: this
was the Cartel des Gauches (Left Block),
which might win elections, but"failed, in the
teeth of strong capitalist opposition, to assure
stable governments. In the course of ten
years of shifting political history France used
up more than a dozen governments.
Therefore it meant a big change when in
1934, after an attempted Fascist coup in
Paris, Communists, Socialists and Radicals
were drawn together in the face of common